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President’s Corner

Vaccines are becoming available and infection rates are coming down.  It looks like 
things are starting to go back to normal.  We are hoping to resume our in-person 
monthly meetings very soon.  We are scheduling  our club elections for June 25th.  
Any Flying Member and Associate Member in good standing in the club can run 
for office and vote in the elections.  We are planning on meeting for the elections 
in person and may even barbeque a few hamburgers as well.  I hope to see you all 
there.

Also, the Wings and Wheels event at the airport will return this year and is 
scheduled for September 25th. A B-25J Mitchell, "Maid in the Shade“, will be 
making an appearance as well as some other aircraft.  The event will also feature a 
car show.  The organizers will be needing volunteers to help run the event so if 
you are interested in volunteering please let me know and I will pass your name 
along.  

I want to thank all the members for their patience as we switch to the new Flight 
Circle website for our scheduling and Billing.  This will really help the club out by 
automating our cumbersome and manual processes that took many man hours 
from our officers to accomplish.  Flight Circle will also provide a real-time look at 
your bill as you fly the plane within the month. 

Many of you already know about the GI-275 upgrades for N6527J.  If you haven’t 
already be sure to check a quick introductory video that I made for the GI-275s.  
The GI-275s will be a good tool for anyone wanting to get an IFR rating or say IFR 
current.  The link to the video can be found here:

https://youtu.be/kH_mgzyOJeQ

Clear Skies and Tailwinds

Daniel Haverporth

https://youtu.be/kH_mgzyOJeQ


Three solos



Instrument, Commercial, Multi-Engine Pilot
(With Frost Aviation)



A Word from Juliet

Well I successfully persuaded Daniel to buy that GI-275 
upgrade.  Lucky for me Daniel is so gullible in that he will do 
anything I tell him to do.  Now I don’t have to worry about that 
vacuum system anymore, and those instruments that I had 
before didn’t work that great anyway.  I have modern avionics 
now and pilots love to fly planes with modern avionics. The 
more modern I am the less chance of me becoming a Hangar 
Queen and I definitely do not want to be a Hangar Queen.  

What I didn’t like was that FAA Wing Corrosion AD which forced 
Dan to cut holes in the bottom of my wings to install inspection 
panels so that my spars could be inspected.  Getting holes cut 
into your wings hurts!  Also I am offended that anyone would 
think I would have corrosion issues.  I have lived in the desert all 
my life.  Does the FAA think that I am one of those unhealthy 
Florida planes that have corrosion due to living in that nasty 
saltwater environment?  Well I guess the FAA has to be non-
discriminatory about such things but it was a totally 
unnecessary procedure for me.  

Well Romeo and I are a “thing” now.  He is much more 
attractive now that he got his confidence back.  We started 
seeing each other on Valentines Day.  He can be quite charming 
when he wants to be.  High wing airplanes are not exactly my 
type but for him I am willing to make an exception.

Love ,
Juliet



A Word from Romeo

Hello fellow pilots.  I was thrilled to be on the news the other day 
on a piece about flying during COVID.  I was glad to finally get 
some attention as Juliet is usually the one who hogs up the 
attention around here.  Don, my owner, took me up with a news 
crew and they took footage of me flying around Las Cruces.  This 
was a great way to showcase aviation and I was glad to be a part 
of it.  

Recently I also had the opportunity to fly to the San Diego with a 
member.  It was good to get out of the Las Cruces area and do a 
long cross country for a change.  San Diego is quite different from 
Las Cruces.  The airspace is much busier and there are some 
really nice private jets at the airport.  

I also want to remind all you pilots out there that the summer flying 
season is coming up and I have much better performance than 
Juliet in these high density altitudes.  This is one of the 
advantages of being a 230-horsepower airplane. So please 
schedule me during the summer.  

You have probably already heard from Juliet that Juliet and I are 
seeing each other now.  I have been working hard to get her to go 
out with me and I finally succeeded.  She can be a drama queen 
sometimes, but she is very cute and has a warm personality.  I am 
certainly happy to be here with Las Cruces Aviators and Juliet. 

Happy Flying,

Romeo



Las Cruces Aviators 
coffee mugs now 

for sale:  $20
Proceeds go to Las Cruces Aviators 

General Fund
Contact Daniel at 

dhaverporth@gmail.com
to buy one.

mailto:dhaverporth@gmail.com


ANGEL FLIGHTS

By: Don Donahue

Angel Flight provides charitable transportation for less fortunate people 
needing medical care from facilities at some distance.  Often they are 
undergoing repetitive treatments & can’t afford the constant airfare.  Some are 
poor enough that they need transportation to/from the airports by social 
workers or civic groups. 

Check the guy in the photo with the big smile – he goes to Albuquerque for 
continuing progressive eye surgeries, and loves to fly - I’ve carried him 3 times.  
Most of these patients would never get a chance to travel in a light aircraft, and 
they’re always upbeat and thankful despite their tough conditions.  As pilots, 
we get to enjoy doing someone a good deed, as well as flying to new and 
various destinations.  Angel Flight limits each leg to a maximum of 300 miles or 
so, and if a 2nd leg is needed, another pilot will meet us.  This is typical with 
Texas destinations since most going that way are enroute to Houston for cancer 
treatment.

The pilot is responsible for all expenses associated with the flight which is 
usually just fuel.  In fact LC Aviators will permit charity flights if we just replace 
the fuel – no hourly charge.

I’ve been flying with Angel Flight West & South Central off & on for over 15 
years.  Most all CO-NM-TX flights are handled by South Central.  The last few 
years I’ve tried to do one a month, though Covid certainly handicapped last 
year.  After selling my Cardinal, I’ve done a few with Tyrell Shiflett in his C182, 
the photo represents the first time using 95R.



Personal Locator Devices

By: Daniel Haverporth
What if you had to do an emergency landing and needed to call for help but 
there was not any cell phone service?  Personal Locator Devices have grown in 
popularity, not only as a way to get help if you need it but also to still 
communicate when you can’t get a cell phone signal.  

Personal Locator Devices are GPS positioning devices that allow text messages 
sent via satellite, to be accompanied by a GPS position.  If a person is in trouble 
they can activate the SOS mode which will alert Search and Rescue authorities.  
Since the technology is satellite based only a line of sight with the sky is 
required.  There are two main companies in the personal locator device market: 
Spot, and Garmin Pilot.  Spot uses the Globalstar Satellite network and Garmin 
Pilot uses the Iridium Satellite network.  

I personally bought the Spot Personal Locator device.  The Spot is a little bit 
cheaper than the Garmin Pilot, however the Pilot can send messages quicker 
and has a few more features than the Spot.  Both models also feature a tracker 
option which sends out your GPS location in ten minute intervals to the Cloud 
so that you or a family member can track your progress on an Internet based 
map.  For the Spot Service plans only run $12 a month a 20 custom text 
messages and unlimited predefined messages and tracking.

Personal Locators can bring peace of mind when flying over remote terrain and 
have become an invaluable safety device.



Vacuum vs. Electronic 
Instruments: The Pros and 

Cons of Both
By:  Daniel Haverporth



Recently I decided to purchase dual Attitude Indicator 
(ADI) and Horizontal Situational Indicator (HSI) Garmin 
GI-275s for Juliet to replace the aging vacuum driven 
instruments.  In this article I will explain my rationale for 
my decision to install the GI-275s and go over some of 
the Pros and Cons of the GI-275.

Pros:  
• Reliability – This is the main reason why I decided to buy the GI-275s.  

Electronic flight instruments have a proven track record of reliability and 
require very little maintenance.  The vacuum system on an aircraft undergoes 
preventive at regular intervals and the gyro instruments need to be 
overhauled every now and then.  On Juliet we had an issue with the vacuum 
ADI where we sent it off to the instrument shop to be fixed twice but it didn’t 
come back fixed.  This incident with the ADI was the main reason I decided to 
upgrade to electronic instruments as that was a major frustration.

• No Partial Panel – A nice feature of the GI-275 is that the HSI can turn into an 
ADI if the HSI were every to fail.  Many instrument pilots don’t practice partial 
panel scenarios enough and when the vacuum system failures they can end up 
crashing their airplane.  

• No DG recession – One of the things that annoyed me during my instrument 
training was having to constantly adjust the Directional Gyro to match the 
compass every few minutes.  The GI-275 uses a digital magnetometer that can 
compensate for magnetic dip so the HSI always displays the right heading.



• Cons:

Cost - The price of 2 GI-275 units to replace both the attitude and DG and 
the labor associated for the installation can be over $15,000.  However, if 
you plan to keep the airplane for a while, you could end up saving some 
money on the maintenance of the vacuum system.  The vacuum system has 
to be inspected at every 100 hour inspection and the cost of maintaining 
the system can get pricey over time.  However the prices of electronic 
attitude indicators is going down.  Right now a G5 ( a scaled down version of 
the GI-275) sells for $1400 while a new vacuum attitude indicator sells for 
$1300.  

Primary Flight Training – While the GI-275s make the instrument pilot’s life a 
lot easier, the GI-275 can be a little complicated for a student pilot who is 
just learning to fly.  Vacuum gauges are easy to understand and interrupt 
and a screen in the cockpit can sometimes be a distraction when the 
student needs to look outside.  Also, it is probably harder to adjust from a 
PFD display like the GI-275s to the standard old six-pack.  Still, one of the 
nice things about the GI-275s is that they are still part of the six pack instead 
of a glass panel that completely replaces it.  The attitude indicator and HSI 
are still where they should be in the six-pack configuration, its just that they 
have more information on them then their vacuum pack counterparts.  


